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2  www.KMSD.edu ON THE COVER: KMHS graduate Cristian G. soaks in the moment during his advisory celebration in the west gym June 22. 

Challenge Met. Now It’s On To 2020-21.
THE SHOW WENT ON

When we looked into our crystal ball last summer, we saw we had our work cut out for us with a second referendum in two 
years on top of a brand new school year. Little did we know, several major hurdles were also in the cards. Mother Nature 
played a pandemic ace from up her sleeve that has caused the entire world to shuffle and re-deal. And shuffle and re-deal 
again. And shuffle again.

That is the world we are living in. It’s a constant adjustment to inevitable change and challenges. 
It’s the exact reason our KM graduate profile strives to set every student on a path, from 
kindergarten up, to become continuous learners, engaged citizens, collaborators, communicators, 
creative and critical thinkers, and self-directed and resilient individuals.

These six attributes, especially resilience, are critical to students’ success in their steps beyond 
Kettle Moraine schools. As class valedictorian Jocelyn Heckenkamp so brilliantly demonstrated in 
her graduation ceremony speech, while playing an entire game of chess in a matter of minutes: 
it’s not wins and losses, it’s how you play, and learn from, the game. And then, how you play 
subsequent “games.”

While the spring season of Laser games were literally canceled, we still took pride in celebrating victories from every corner 
of the district. A young KM Explore entrepreneur created merchandise and a website to raise funds for Door County small 
businesses. Three incredible students worked the front lines of the healthcare industry. A nimble food service staff converted 
from dine-in to take-out to serve over 60,000 meals. The best teachers in the state flipped the switch in a matter of days to 
totally reinvent their craft. And, KM Drama Club Players became our greatest role models as they proved, no matter what, the 
show must go on.

As we move on to the next school 
year, just months from now, we 
know the show will, and must, 
go on. Working with guidance 
from multiple agencies - DPI, the 
State Department of Health, and 
Waukesha County and their “Stay 
Safe To Stay Open” mantra - months ago we began the heavy lift to develop plans to reopen schools while being responsive 
to the COVID-19 virus. Our plans will be shared in July and throughout August. They will evolve as we learn more and we will 
give you choices, while keeping you informed. 

I leave you with this quote from another honored speaker in this year’s commencement - 2020 salutatorian Stephanie 
Handford. “The current moment is unprecedented,” said Handford. “Yet, because of the lessons we’ve learned from the world 
around us and the guidance of teachers who supported us, we are ready to accept the challenge. We are ready to answer the 
question: what are we supposed to do now?”

Because of who we are as Lasers and how we’ve prepared over the past 54 years, we will continue to learn, teach, innovate 
and collaborate. I have never been more proud of our educators and of our district. We will be ready, no matter the challenges 
ahead in 2020-21.  

Sincerely,

Patricia F. Deklotz, Ph.D.
Superintendent
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Magee Elementary’s Student Council 
hosted its annual “Souper Bowl” food drive 
during the last week of January to coincide 
with the Super Bowl between the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the San Francisco 49ers.

Students and staff earned a point for their 
favorite Super Bowl team by bringing in 
non-perishable foods. As a school, Magee 
collected hundreds of pounds of food for 
the Kettle Moraine Food Pantry in Wales. 

They also predicted a victory for the Chiefs!

MAGEE’S 
SOUPER 
BOWL 
DRIVE A 
WINNER
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KM IN THE COMMUNITY
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS

CAR
CRUISE
CAR
CRUISE
CAR
CRUISE

What a turnout at the KM Car Cruise Friday,  
April 17 in Wales! Kettle Moraine turned on  
the Friday night lights and organized a car  
cruise to celebrate our seniors and over 100  
cars cruised through Wales to celebrate.

“Thank you so much, this  

  is just what we needed!” 
screamed a passenger driving through  
in a car decked out in blue and gold. 

Thank YOU, KM! Cruisers donated $530 and two 
full bins of food for the KM Food Pantry. We hope 
our seniors will always remember this night!

KM Car Cruise Raises  
$530 For KM Food Pantry 

KM, along with districts nationwide, are serving free meals to 
children in ALL district families. KM’s free lunches, which began 
March 30, are fully reimbursed by the USDA. The more meals 
served, the more it helps our Food Service’s bottom line, which 
has taken a huge hit due to the lack of our usual customers, who 
purchased more than 3,500 meals per day.

As of June 30, the incredible KM Nutrition 
Services team has served over 60,000 meals to 
over 400 KM families and they plan to keep it 
going through August. This is a great federally-
funded resource for our community and your 
participation will help the Food Services budget!    

Thank you in advance for your support and 
participation. Thank you as well to our partners at 
Culver’s and Pick ‘n Save for donating thousands 
of bags to the program!

Thank you once again to Key Benefit Concepts for administering the annual 
Kettle Moraine Run For Education. KBC had to quickly pivot midstream from 
traditional 5K and Fun Run to a virtual event and did not miss a beat! 

A total of $2,445.19 was raised for KM athletics thanks to 66 participants 
and 16 sponsors: Humana, Waukesha State Bank, VanHorn (Oconomowoc), 
American Tjugum (Wales), BWW (Muskego), Chili’s (Waukesha), Costco 
(Muskego), Culver’s (Muskego), Executive Realty - Sara Smart, Performance 
Running Outfitters (Brookfield), Albrecht’s Sentry Foods, Sky Zone (Waukesha), 
Starbucks (Muskego, Oconomowoc), Target (Muskego), and Texas Roadhouse 
(Waukesha). Thank you to all who made this event a success!

KM 5K Run For Education 
Raises $2,445 for KM Athletics

60,000
MEALS SERVED!

OVER

Kettle Moraine High School was host to 
Versiti’s 2-day blood drive May 8-9. There 
were 88 registered donors, 67 successful 
whole blood collections, two successful 
double red cell collections, and 19 deferrals 
leading to a collection total of 71 units!

“These 71 units will help up to 213 patients 
this spring and summer who are in need of 
a little extra love and care,” said Versiti. 

Blood Drive At KMHS

Kettle Morain School District serves free lunches 
at Kettle Moraine Middle School (shown above) 

and Kettle Moraine High School (left).
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KM Global is proud to share that 14 of their students earned the Wisconsin 
Certificate of Global Competence through the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction this past school year. In order to receive this state-issued certificate, 
students have to complete a rigorous portfolio process that includes academic 
coursework in World Language and global learning, extensive cultural literacy 
reflections, active participation in school activities related to leadership with a 
global focus, and the completion of a 
20-or-more-hour service project.  
 
These students have demonstrated 
the ability to examine both community 
and global issues, to understand and 
appreciate different perspectives, and 
to actively support their communities 
through service and collaboration. 
Congratulations to the following 
graduates who have earned this 
certificate: Jayson Chrapla, Emily 
Dorn, Nathan Giese, Kyle Helker, 
Stefani Hietala, Eleanor Loder, Hailey 
Kuhn, Owen Lapp, Paxton Larson, 
Emilee Magill, Edward Paloucek, 
Grace Sueflohn, Lillian Taylor 
and Maura Wondra.

Passion Project Helps Small 
Businesses in Door County
Lily J. from KM Explore’s pioneer 4/5 classroom wanted to find a way to use her love of  
art to fund raise for the Door County community she loves. Her Passion Project as part of 
the pioneer class at KM Explore was the perfect fit. Her idea was to create Door County 
inspired merchandise and sell it to raise money for small businesses. Here’s a Q&A with  
the young philanthropist and entrepreneur:

How did you get the idea for the project?
We were living at our cabin during quarantine in Door County, and I was sad to hear 
businesses were struggling because no one could visit. I have always wanted to use my 
artwork to help people, so when we got our passion project assignment, I called my 
Grandpa in Door County to help me brainstorm ideas for how to help the community. We 
decided I should draw something that people who love Door County would like and put my 
art on t-shirts, mugs, and tote bags to sell and give the money to Door County businesses.

Who designed the products?
I met online with a graphic designer at my mom’s work who taught me how to use the 
program Procreate to create digital art and how to size the image and upload it to the site 
Bonfire so they could print it on things for me to sell. Then I drew the peninsula of Door 
County and put a heart where Clark Lake was because Clark Lake is shaped like a heart.

How much have you raised?
I have sold 164 items and raised $873.40 that I am going to use to 
buy gift cards to restaurants by our cabin and give them to people  
who live in Door County who could not work during the quarantine  
to help both businesses and people in Door County.

What did you learn from the project?
I learned about the different kinds of jobs a graphic designer  
can do that I might want to do some day and how to work on  
a fundraiser to help people.

KM Global Students  
Earn Global Competence 

KM IN THE COMMUNITY
Visit Lily’s storefront at https://www.bonfire.com/store/lilianas-passion-project-fundraising-for-dc

KM Global students repainted a local playground during a service trip in Costa Rica.

Students Ellie Ioder and Emily Dorn partnered with 
the music therapy program at the Azura Memory Care 
Center in Oconomowoc, WI to plan and lead a live mu-
sic event. This event included different piano and cello 
pieces played by students, as well as some songs the 
residents could play instruments along with. 

While we are all living through this historic period, five 
KMSD students documented a historical event with a 
National History Day project and competed in the virtual 
state competition! Madeline B., (8th grade), Krin B., (6th 
grade), Emma M., (6th grade), Jordan M., (6th grade), and 
Grace S. (senior) proudly represented KMMS and KM Global 
at the annual Wisconsin Historical Society event. 

The young historians qualified for the event after taking top 
honors at the regional competition in February.

Congrats to our Lasers as they continue to push their 
learning and gain a deeper understanding of our past!

Madeline B. —  
Documentary, Katia and 
Maurice Krafft: Breaking 
Barriers in Volcanology

Krin B. —  
Documentary, Alice Paul:  
A Vote for Women’s Equality

Emma M. —  
Individual Performance, 
Lorraine Hansberry Breaking 
the Barriers of Racism and 
Sexism

Jordan M. —  
Museum Exhibit,  
Beyond Baseball:  
How Jackie Robinson  
Broke Business and  
Political Barriers

Grace S. —  
Documentary, The Manhattan 
Project: The Innovative and 
Horrific Program that broke 
both Scientific and Ethical 
Barriers

The Kettle Moraine High School Campus 
announced Dave Schultz as the new boys 
varsity head basketball coach in May. 
Coach Schultz brings a wealth of coaching 
experience to KM, having amassed a 467-
178 record at multiple levels.  

“Kettle Moraine is a unique opportunity 
because of the time and effort put in by 
Coach Bestor, his staff and the basketball 
community as a whole to build a good 
program,” said Schultz. “My hope is that 
we can keep things moving in a positive 
direction and continue to build a program 
that helps individual players grow and, 
most importantly, develop teams that 
reach their potential and have some fun 
playing the game.”

“I am very excited our community found a 
coach who has a track record of building 
successful, hard-working programs,” said 
Kettle Moraine High School Associate 
Principal & Athletics/Activities Director 
Ryan Tomczyk. 

Schultz built overachieving programs 
at the high school and college levels in 
Waukesha County. He spent seven seasons 
as head coach at Carroll University, 
compiling a 109-64 record including a 
number-eight national ranking during the 
2005-06 season, followed by a sweet-
sixteen run in 2006-07. During his 15 
years at Waukesha West, Schultz boasted 
a record of 236-98 highlighted by coach-
of-the-year honors in 1995 and a state 
appearance in 1998. Schultz’s teams 
played in eight sectional finals over his 
15 seasons and won five conference 
championships. 

“We’re excited for Coach Schultz to take 
Laser basketball and athletics to new 
heights. He has been one of the most 
respected coaches in the area for over two 
decades. He is the perfect fit to lead our 
program,” said Tomczyk. 

Over 100 U.S. students participated in the intensive five-day virtual G7 Youth Summit (Y7). The 
Y7 is the official youth engagement group of the G7 (Group of Seven) industrialized nations. 
U.S. students joined students from 30 countries to engage with issues of sustainable economic 
development. 

KM Perform senior Bre M., an active participant in Model UN and class leader in foreign policy 
seminars the past two years, applied and was chosen to participate! 

“I’ve learned so much from this experience!” said Bre. “Not only have I learned a lot about the 
creative process behind foreign policy writing, but I have also had the amazing opportunity to 
connect with other students from all over the world.”

Although the June 3-4 summit was held virtually, Bre was still able to “meet” and converse with 
people the world over.

“I was also able to talk to and listen to many different world leaders, including Ambassador 
Varricchio from Italy and Shamma Al Mazrui, the UAE Minister of State for Youth Affairs,” she 
explained. “Being able to communicate with world leaders and other students about global issues 
was super eye opening and impactful. I’m so grateful I was able to be a part of the Y7 2020!”

Perform Student 
Participates 
In 2020 G7  
Youth Summit 

KM Students Have Their  
Day At NHD State Meet

Schultz Named 
New Boys 
Basketball Coach

PROJECT  
LINEUP:

Shaping 
Foreign P  licy
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The KMHS Campus Renaissance Award was first implemented in 2003 by educators to honor students who 
demonstrated remarkable talent and intellect in a variety of venues. Graduate Drew J. was chosen for his 
impressive skill, talent, and achievements in academics, theater, language, and music!

As an AP English student, Drew has been a dynamic force in all expected levels in both AP Literature and AP 
Language. His intelligence, coupled with his diligence, took him to the level of mastery in regard to analysis, 
synthesis, and presentation of content, both written and oral. Drew’s writing is impressive in thought, style, and 
content, and goes well beyond the expectation of even the best high school students. Drew’s strong writing, 
as driven by insight and research, also offered him great success in Social Studies and Science (AP Physics). 
And, as a math student, his interest and success have helped shape his decision to major in statistics at Luther 
College in the fall.

As a German language student, Drew has taken all courses available through German V; he followed up by 
serving as a teaching assistant to Frau Chow, responsible for teaching German I and II to underclassmen. Drew 
has as also studied and mastered all levels of music offered, from choir and orchestra to AP Music Theory 
(scoring a 5 on the AP Music Theory exam). He has created successful choral arrangements for performance, 
and served as a member of the Tri-M Music Honor Society. As a cellist, Drew has consistently participated in 
the WSMA Solo & Ensemble Festival as well as played in the Chamber Orchestra. 

As a tenor vocalist, Drew lent his talent to a variety of choirs, including A Cappella Choir, Chamber Singers, and 
Laser Jazz (as a soloist in these groups). For six years running, he has been selected to sing in the WSMA State 
Honors Choir and has participated as a soloist and member of ensembles for the WSMA State Solo & Ensemble 
Festival. He has been chosen for two years to sing at the Dorian Vocal Festival (solo semi-finalist), as well as the 
National Anthem singer for KM, regional, sectional and state athletic events. Rounding up a full vocal career, 
Drew also sings with OSLC Praise Band. 

Finally, Drew has an impressive musical theater resume, with either a lead or supporting role in “The Addams 
Family,” “South Pacific,” “State Fair,” “James and the Giant Peach,” “Sister Act,” “Little Shop of Horrors,” 
“Cinderella,” and “Once On This Island.” He has received multiple Jerry Award nominations for his work on 
stage. Congrats and all our best to Drew as he heads to Luther College!

Renaissance Man

“S
outh P

acific” - P
hoto courtesy of K

im
 Jaeger

With over 215 years of combined service to Kettle Moraine schools, these dedicated 
individuals - some with 30 years or more at KM - will be missed! 

Thank you to Robin, Todd, Lynne, Marge, Sonja,              Rob, Betsy, Vickie and Kevin!

Watch their video at: https://youtu.be/DW_qmLPSkoU

PROUDLY SERVING
KM   Families

Your Mental Health  
Is Just As Important  
as Physical Health.

262-337-9770 | gals.ocommunity@gmail.com  | galsinstitute.com

• Boys and Girls ages 6 and up • Men • Women • Couples • Therapy services 
• Support groups • Resiliency workshops

As we communicated prior to the April 
7 vote, if the referendum was success-
ful, KMSD planned to increase support 
for student mental health and counseling 
services, reinstate a library media specialist 
position that had been cut, increase IT in-
frastructure, fund capital maintenance, and 
return athletics and activities fees to rates 
comparable with other Waukesha County 
schools.

Planning and hiring for 2020-21 is still 
fluid, but thus far we have been able to 
hire a full-time library media specialist at 
Dousman Elementary, add FTE to student 
services to address counseling and men-
tal health needs, and return athletics and 
activities fees to $150 per student.

Logan M. was a recipient of a scholarship through the 
Waukesha County Transition Advisory Council, a team of 
local school representatives, colleges and agencies. He was 
awarded $400 to use however best helps him meet his post-
secondary transition goals. 

Logan had to write essays about what activities helped him 
prepare for the future and what obstacles or challenges he has 
faced and overcome. He is attending the LIFE program at UW-
Whitewater next fall - congrats to Logan!

Logan Awarded $400 Scholarship

The Kettle Moraine School District Board of Education and district-wide staff thank all of our community 
members who engaged us in discussion and thoughtful debate around the 2020 operating referendum.
 
We spoke with over 200 citizens at 15-plus sessions and civic meetings. We held countless 
conversations at board meetings and school events. We hosted in-person meetings, answered emails 
and enjoyed many conversations via phone. And, we mailed over 68,000 pieces of factual literature to 
Kettle Moraine residents.
 
We formed new relationships, strengthened many old ones, and we listened to our community. We are 
proud of our community for their engagement as we came together to discuss a funding solution. Voters 
approved the solution to be a recurring operating referendum, which begins in the 2020-21 school year. 
The referendum passed by a 60-40 margin with 6,541 voting “Yes” and 4,394 voting “No” according to 
numbers from Waukesha County.

We believe this long-term commitment to education is the best path to sustain the excellence Kettle 
Moraine School District families have come to expect over the past 50-plus years. 
 
We know this decision comes with great responsibility. We also know the COVID-19 pandemic brings 
challenges that were not anticipated. We will get through it together. And, we will continue to make it a 
top priority to act as fiscally-conservative stewards of taxpayer funds.
 
We are looking forward to seeing families again and thanking members of our community in person 
when classes resume this fall. Until then, thank you from all of us at KM.

Athletics/Activities Fees 
Returning to $150, LMS Hired 
At Dousman And More

2020 REFERENDUM
Voters Approve Operating Referendum



All For One...
...and one for KM Drama! The KM Drama Club was not daunted by the 
minor obstacle of a worldwide pandemic. They pivoted, straightened 
their Musketeer hats and raised their swords for an online performance 
of “La Petit Mousquetaire” leaving viewers asking for more!

Congrats to professional guest artists Orion Couling and Kara Penrose 
with support by KM’s Ms. Kean, and all the KM Drama Players on 
navigating the new territory of virtual performing arts! 

Bravo to cast and crew members: Grace Provan, Gabi Kalix, Makenna 
Cooley, Sylvia LaGalbo, Linnea Heitala, Alyssa Polodna, Gwyn Martin, 

Ashley Bonestroo, Daniel Moore, Liam Leuwerke, Megan Alaimo, Cassidy O’Neil, Cory Baxter, Kacey Kotvis, Owen 
Erickson, Kayla Price, Aubrey Bailey, Julie Barney-Smith and Amber Pico.

And thanks to over 100 patrons who helped support KM by purchasing tickets for their household viewing!
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And One 
For All!

Joceyln H. and Rebecca H. were named National Merit Scholar 
Finalists in February and have also been awarded scholarships 
through the nationwide program.

Jocelyn H. is a winner of the National Merit $2,500 Scholarship and 
Rebecca H. was offered the National Merit Northwestern University 
Scholarship. Congrats to both students!

National Merit 
Finalists’ Scholarships

8 Locations • Visit Us Online at ewaldauto.com

*Limited warranty is on qualified new vehicles only, some restrictions apply. Leases excluded. Limited warranty is not transferable, a copy of limited warranty is available. See dealer for details.

For All Your Transportation Needs
New & Used Vehicles, Service, Parts & Auto Collision Repair

Family Owned and Operated

Upon request, the School District of Kettle Moraine is required to evaluate a child for 
eligibility for special education services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. 
When the district receives a referral, the district will appoint an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has a disability, and if the child needs special 
education services. The district locates, identifies, and evaluates all children with disabilities 
who are enrolled by their parents in private (including religious) schools, elementary 
schools and secondary schools located in the school district.

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who 
reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability has 
a legal duty to refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which 
the child resides. Before referring the child, the person making the referral must inform 
the child’s parent that the referral will be made. Others, including parents, who reasonably 
believe a child is a child with a disability may also refer the child, including a homeless 
child, to the school district in which the child resides. Referrals must be in writing and 
include the reason why the person believes the child is a child with a disability. A referral 
may be made by contacting Dr. Charles Wiza, Director of Student Services, School District 
of Kettle Moraine, at 262.968.6300, ext. 5341, or by writing to him at School District 
Kettle Moraine, 563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI, 53183.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, 
race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, creed, political affiliation, membership in the 
National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States Military 
or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, 
mental, emotional, or learning disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state 
or federal law.

Sign up today at KMSD.edu/CommunityEd 
All incoming 6-8 graders are invited to sign up for fall Jr. Cheerleading 
and Jr. Dance. These no-cut activities begin in August and conclude 

in October. Practices take place Mondays and Wednesdays from 
4-6 p.m. with Saturday morning performances for Jr. Laser Football 

games held at Kettle Moraine High School. 

FOLLOWKM!
@KMDISTRICT @KMDISTRICT KMSCHOOLS



CONGRATS, CLASS OF 2020!



TO SERVING
From KMHS Campus To

 THE U.S.
We are very proud of these graduates for their achievements at KMSD and extremely grateful to 

them for choosing to serve their country. We salute you for your service! 

JOEY ZAHORIC, JAMES GLOVER, MASON FETZER  
Army National Guard Cavalry Scout

XANTHIA MOORE
Air National Guard

SAM RIFE
Army National Guard

JONATHAN GULAK
United States Military Academy

JUSTIN JONES
U.S. Air Force

TYLER KRAUSE
Army

Not pictured:

HENRY MCCAUSLAND
Army National Guard

MICAH STEWART
WI Army National Guard

On the medical front lines:
Where do you work?
Three Pillars Senior Living Communities 

What are your duties?
I’m a Certified Nursing Assistant (C.N.A), I take 
care of residents in rehab and in long-term care. 

How often do you work?
Two to four nights a week. 

What is the biggest challenge at work?
During this time with the Covid-19, there were 
many new procedures that had to be put into 
place in the rehab center (Hickory Suits) when 
testing residents. Being fitted for a N-95 mask, 
learning how to take PPE on and off, making 
sure to sanitize, etc. All of this is so important to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 and making sure 
I don’t bring it home with me. 

What is the biggest lesson you have learned?
In this job, it takes a special someone to do what 
we do. I work with so many kind, loving, and 
caring people, and I have learned so much from 
them when starting my job. Overall the biggest 
lesson I have learned is to be loving. These 
residents don’t get to see their families in person, 
just threw a screen, and we are the only human 
contact for them. 

How did KM prepare you?
KM prepared me for the work I’m doing by the 
science and medical classes that I have taken.  
I knew I wanted to work in the medical field at 
the end of my sophomore year/beginning of my 
junior year when I took several PLTW classes. 

Has working during this pandemic swayed you 
one way or another about a future vocation?
Working during this pandemic has only made my 
desire to become a trauma nurse stronger. In the 
ER, nurses see everything, and I believe what I 
have experienced is just a glimpse of what it will 
be like once I am done with nursing school. 

Would you like to thank anyone for the 
opportunities you’ve had as a student at KM?
I would like to thank Dr. Cassini for teaching me 
since freshman year in all of my science classes. 
Without him, I probably wouldn’t know what I 
want to do for the rest of my life. I also want to 
thank Mrs. Matter, Mr. Buntman, and Mr. Lewis 
for pushing me beyond what I thought I was 
capable of doing in athletics and in school.  
Thank you KM Nation for giving me the best four 
years of my life! 

DAISY P. VINCENT A.

Where do you work?
Aurora Medical Center Summit 
 
What are your duties?
As an emergency department tech, I am 
responsible for obtaining vitals upon the 
arrival of the patient. I then insert an IV 
and draw blood. When needed, I can assist 
with procedures, insert catheters, run blood 
and urine lab tests, prepare any injuries for 
treatment, manage any activities of daily living 
that the patient needs help with, and transport 
the patient to radiology alongside the nurse  
I am working with. 
 
How often do you work?
I work three to four 12 hour shifts per week.
 
What is the biggest challenge at work?
Dealing with and adapting to the constantly 
changing precautionary measures that we take 
to protect ourselves. With new things being 
learned every day, we are expected to change 
with each new discovery. 
 
What is the biggest lesson you have learned?
Stop wasting time being mad, angry or hateful 
and just accept that it is what it is and enjoy the 
time we are all given!
 
How did KM prepare you?
The partnerships HS^2 provided were the ones I 
needed to get into the hospital. Without HS^2, I 
would be nowhere near where I am now. 
 
Has working during this pandemic swayed you 
one way or another about a future vocation?
Absolutely! Most people would think that 
working around sick patients all day would be 
out of their comfort zone, but this is exactly 
where I want to be. I feel if I can help, I should. 
This is why I’ll be going for my bachelors in 
nursing next year! 
 
Would you like to thank anyone for the 
opportunities you’ve had as a student at KM?
I would like to thank all of the HS^2 teachers for 
all they have taught me school wise and on top 
of that, they taught me the professionalism and 
maturity I needed to work in such an amazing 
environment. I mean, seriously, how many high 
school students are out there taking care of 
patients and working a job that they not only 
love, but a job that directly correlates to the 
career they want to work the rest of their life? 
Thank you HS^2!

MITCHELL K.

Where do you work?
Aurora St. Luke’s Medical Center in Milwaukee

What are your duties?
Certified Nursing Assistant on a surgical unit

How often do you work?
Three to four times a week - 9-hour shifts.

What is the biggest challenge at work?
Caring from multiple critically ill patients, it can 
be very emotional at times.

What is the biggest lesson you have learned?
Compassion. There is no other high school 
job that could have taught me the emotional 
intelligence I have gained.

How did KM prepare you?
HS^2 empowered me to get this job, I was not 
only taught in school to be a good student, but 
to be a good person.

Has working during this pandemic swayed you 
one way or another about a future vocation?
My career aspirations have remained the 
same during the pandemic. Next year, I will be 
pursuing a Bachelors of Science in Nursing to 
eventually become an ICU nurse.

Would you like to thank anyone for the 
opportunities you’ve had as a student at KM?
All of my teachers in HS^2 for making me a 
more well-rounded student and person.

“THERE IS NO OTHER 

HIGH SCHOOL 

JOB THAT COULD 

HAVE TAUGHT ME 

THE EMOTIONAL 

INTELLIGENCE  

I HAVE GAINED.”

Three incredible recent grads share their 
experiences working in healthcare 
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Dr. Patricia F. Deklotz, Superintendent of Kettle Moraine School District (KMSD) since 
2006, gave her notice of retirement to the Board of Education June 25. Due to medical 
conditions and the dangers of the pandemic, Dr. Deklotz is not able to meet face-to-
face with staff, students and families. She feels strongly about the need for the district 
to have a leader in place who can be physically present as KMSD prepares to meet the 
challenges of the 2020-21 school year.

“The district needs a leader who can be physically present in our schools during these 
challenging times ahead as we face re-entry to schools and my doctor strongly advised 
against continuing in my role,” said Dr. Deklotz. “While I am incredibly saddened by 
this ending to my role as superintendent, I remain confident and extremely proud of 
our staff, the work they have done and the work they will continue to do. I will continue 
in my role, working remotely, as we take on the challenges of re-opening schools, 
improving opportunities for students, and supporting the board in their process to find 
my successor. When that happens, I will continue to support KM and advocate for our 
students, families and community.”          
         
Dr. Deklotz has been superintendent of KMSD, a Blue Ribbon K-12 district serving 3,700 
students located in southeastern Wisconsin, since 2006. Under her leadership, the 
district has embraced the board’s challenge to transform schools to more efficiently 
meet the needs of all students. 

During her tenure, the district has established a national reputation of excellence 
with the following initiatives: increased transcripted, advanced placement and 
dual enrollment courses, implementation of Project Lead the Way and Gateway 
to Engineering, implementation of four-year-old kindergarten, creation of four 
instrumentality charter schools (three high schools, and one elementary), the 
development of an advanced manufacturing certificate diploma, educator micro-
credentials, and the expectation of personalized learning across all grades and subjects. 
Her focus has been steadfast in serving the needs of all students. 

Taking a non-traditional route into the field of education, she dropped out of college 
just two quarters shy of her teaching degree in order to provide for her own family. 
Dr. Deklotz worked 20 years in financial software development and with non-profit 
organizations prior to becoming a teacher in 1996. She earned her bachelors, masters, 
and doctorate degrees by doing homework side-by-side with her children. 

She celebrated a special weekend in May 2013 when she and her son were both 
awarded their doctoral diplomas. Her involvement in the district began by serving as a 
parent volunteer and PTO co-chair. Before going back to earn her teaching license, she 
spent five years on the KMSD school board, serving as president for two years.

Dr. Deklotz leaves the district after a successful April 7, 2020 vote on a recurring 
operating referendum, which gives KMSD $7 million in critical and sustainable annual 
funding after the 2024-25 school year.

“We are extremely grateful to Dr. Deklotz for her unwavering dedication, not only to 
the district, but to the Kettle Moraine community over the past 20-plus years,” said 
Board President Gary Vose. “She has been instrumental in transforming our district 
into a nationally-recognized organization of excellence. More importantly, she bleeds 
KM blue and gold, working tirelessly to advocate for our schools, students and families. 
Her impact will be felt for years to come. We wish her well in this next chapter and take 
solace in the fact she will continue to be a tremendous resource and advocate for the 
district and education.” 

The board immediately began its search for her replacement and will share news on 
their progress with the community.  

KM’s Biggest Advocate Stepping Down, But Not Going Away 

End of an Era

Her impact 
will be felt 

for years to 
come.

Doctors are still unable to explain 
how over 30 ultrasounds by 
numerous specialists led them 
to believe Luca would have 
abnormalities, yet when he was 
born, he was virtually perfect. 
He has some residual effects 
from being premature, but he 
will be monitored until he enters 
kindergarten, and we have every 
indication he will live a completely 
normal and happy life (as a future 
Laser, of course).

After leaving the NICU, I saw a 
need and felt a calling to create a 
support group for NICU families. 
The NICU experience can be lonely and scary. And, being a teacher, I 
know how important and life-changing it can be to just show up and 
listen to those feeling alone. The Lake Country NICU Support Group 
was formed, serving the Waukesha and Oconomowoc hospitals. 
Ironically, at our very first event, we were able to support another 
Kettle Moraine family.

On March 15, 2019, Drew Bestor was born at 31 weeks and three 
days to Ashley Bestor, fifth grade teacher at Cushing, and Justin 
Bestor, Associate Principal at KMHS. Drew would spend the next 50 
days in the NICU, where Ashley and Justin would recruit most of the 
other families in the NICU to attend the Lake Country NICU Support 
Group dinners.  

Working at KMHS, I am able to see the amazing things our students 
create and produce every day. When a baby is discharged from the 
NICU, it is a huge deal for both the baby and families. I wanted to 
create a gift for families to get on this momentous day so I worked 
with Erika Duggar and Patrick Stinnett’s classes to create NICU 
“Graduate” onesies. I supplied the onesies and they did the rest!  

The hashtag KMKind has become a mantra we use to celebrate 
the work being done in our schools, yet it’s worth reiterating the 
kindness of our staff and students extends far beyond our walls. Just 
like our learning, our kindness has no boundaries! 

The Lake Country NICU Support Group can’t wait to see what our 
next collaboration will look like and I am so fortunate to work in a 
district that has supported me every step of the way.

IT’S BEEN SAID THE SMALLEST THINGS CAN OFTEN MAKE THE 
BIGGEST IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE, and never has that been truer 
than the day my youngest son was born prematurely. Seeing that 
both my husband and I are teachers at Kettle Moraine High School, 
we live in Wales, and our children attend elementary school at KM 
Explore and Wales, it is fitting the Kettle Moraine School District is 
woven throughout our story. KM is not just where we work - it is our 
community, our family.

St. Patrick’s day of 2018, we found out we were pregnant with our 
fourth child, and while the day might have suggested good luck, my 
pregnancy was anything but. At 20 weeks, we were told our little 
boy was measuring too small, had markers for possible genetic or 
chromosomal abnormalities, and had an enlarged heart. 

As the school year started, I was having ultrasounds twice a week with 
a neonatal specialist and meetings with genetic counselors and NICU 
doctors to prepare us for what might happen should our baby make an 
early entrance into this world. At 28 weeks, the first Friday of the school 
year, I was admitted to the hospital for pre-term labor. I was released 
on Sunday, re-admitted the following Friday, again released on Sunday, 
only to be admitted for good the following Wednesday. 

After two weeks in the hospital, our son Luca was born at 32 weeks 
and five days weighing 3 lbs., 15 oz. He was immediately intubated and 
taken to the NICU, where he would spend the next 44 days.

•••••••••••••••
•••

••
••
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• •
• • •
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Special to the  
Communicator from:

Alyssa Voigt
Makerspace & Media Center 

Coordinator for  
Secondary Schools
Junior Class Advisor

Alyssa 
and Luca!

KM Kind From Birth
KM’s Alyssa Voigt Forms Lake Country NICU Support Group
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COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIPS 

Delafield/Summit Lions Club - Samuel Bull

Dousman Chamber of Commerce -  
Devin Borowski, Tarra Flynn

Dousman-Ottawa Lions, In Memory of  
Bud Gramling - Rebecca Healy

Dousman-Ottawa Lions, In Memory of Rocco 
Grippe - Collin Sauer

Dousman Transport Company -  
Christopher Szczech 

Jerusalem Presbyterian Church Donna Lexa Art 
Fair Fine Arts - Grace McMahon,  
Sidney Scherwinski

Lake Country Manufacturing - Collin Sauer

Lake Country Rotary - Collin Sauer,  
Grace Sueflohn

Mama D’s - Reed Kastner-Lang

ProHealth Care Foundation - Vincent Ardellini, 
Trysta Cooper

MASONIC FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS 

Dousman Masonic Lodge #315 - Austin Kinjerski

Glenn L. Humphrey Lodge #364 F. & A.M. & 
Friewald Family Foundation - Emma Koerber, 
Divyank Sharma, Christopher Szczech

Lake Country Freemasons Lodge #42 -  
Jocelyn Perez

OES Dousman Rob Morris Chapter #257 Cory 
Memorial Nursing Scholarship - Danielle Arnott

AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIPS 

Biz Z B Award, In Memory of Carl Borgstrom - 
Gabriella Tzougros

Mechanical Award, In Honor of Brian Holland - 
Matthew Mickelberg

Coach Greg Vock Scholarship - Thomas Hoeft

Dousman American Legion Post #405 Awards - 
Isabella Edwards, Anna Maldonado,  
Alexander Neimon

Wisconsin State Frog Jump Award - Callie Hall

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIPS 

Ken Kassees Award - Jack Behlmer

Kettle Moraine Education Foundation -  
Adam Blazek, Mitchell Kraemer, Paxton Larson, 
Emilee Magill, Hayden Ziegler

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

Jeffrey M. Bowersock Memorial -  
Nicole Karpfinger

Drew Dwyer Star - Ryan Kett

Mildred Falk Memorial - Emily Dorn,  
Eleni Tzougros

Bryan Gott Memorial - Laura Laberge,  
Anna Maldonado

Don Hillmer Track - Madeline Siedenburg

Don Hillmer Eagle Scout - Trenton Ruffalo

Brian Kilsdonk Memorial - Joshua Etzel,  
Chloe Fredette, Savannah Steinert-Ng

Donald Papke Memorial Trade -  
Matthew Mickelberg, Collin Sauer

Stuart Pease Memorial - Claudia Bucholz,  
Drew Jaeger

Max Pulos Memorial - Thomas Hoeft

Brian Steinke Memorial - Hayden Ziegler

Joel Tengler Memorial - Sidney Scherwinski

Richard D. Warner Memorial - Daisy Prado

Edward Wilke Trust - Stefani Hietala

Tony Zalar Soccer - Cole Walgren

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION SCHOLARSHIPS 

KM Booster Club - Quinn Boerger,  
Samantha Crupi, Regan Grainger, Jonathan Gulak, 
Olivia Hester, Owen Lapp, Jacob Linn, Sean Prahl, 
Joshua Wendt, Maura Wondra

KM Boys Basketball Club - Nolan Dahmen, 
Thomas Hoeft, Nicholas Randgaard

KM Girls Basketball Club - Emma Braun,  
Calli Huskisson, Clare Vogel

KM Junior Laser Football - Karsen Kleppe, 
Nicholas Randgaard

PTO SCHOLARSHIPS 

Cushing Elementary - Haley Andringa

Dousman Elementary - Maximilian Hofbauer

Magee Elementary - Shelby Suhr

Wales Elementary Campus - Hunter Weber

The Kettle Moraine Education Foundation (KMEF) was pleased to 
award 76 scholarships, totaling $65,500, to graduating seniors 
this year. Awards are funded by generous contributions made by 
area citizens, families, businesses and community organizations.KMEF Scholarship Recipients

CONGRATS, 

Thank you to all the generous donors who make these scholarships possible!

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

On Friday, March 6, several parents, staff members and 
community supporters gathered at fête of Wales for the Kettle 
Moraine Education Foundation’s Party with a Purpose, an 
annual event that raises funds to support innovative programs 
in Kettle Moraine schools. 

The event started with an outstanding performance by the KM 
Drumline, followed by music and dancing with the cover band 
The Cheap Shots. Attendees enjoyed mouth-watering appetizers 
and desserts prepared and served by KM culinary art students. 
A huge silent auction featured products designed and made 
by KM students, as well as several items donated by generous 
local businesses and families. A fabulous time was had by all!

Thank you to all who attended and to those who helped to 
make the event a huge success. 

The Kettle Moraine Education Foundation is a nonprofit organization that exists to 
support KM students, educators and schools. Through building community and 
business partnerships, as well as raising funds for investment into KM schools, 
KMEF is working to engage the community around the KM education experience. 
For more information, visit www.kmedu-cationfoundation.org.

KMEF Party  
With A Purpose  
A Huge Success!
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FRIDAY  •  MARCH 6  •  7-11PM

LIVE MUSIC - FESTIVE FOOD & DRINKS
RAFFLES & AUCTION - FUN WITH FRIENDS!

fête of Wales GET YOUR TICKETS 
AT KMSD.EDU/KMEF

TO SUPPORT KM STUDENTS, EDUCATORS & SCHOOLS

PLATINUM 
– G Brock’s Auto Repair

GOLD
– R&R Insurance
– Inpro Corporation
– The Hein Family

SILVER
– Key Benefit Concepts
– Ixonia Bank
– Certus Legal Group
– KJN Builders
–  Greg & Kathleen Gapinksi  

Family Foundation

BLUE
– Bullfrog Station Dousman
– Dousman LP Gas
– G3 Builders & G3 Realtors
– Lory Kistner - Health Markets
– Joe Deklotz - Response Realtors
– Kolman Family Chiropractic
– The Chapman Family
– KMSD Board of Education

Thank You Sponsors!



In order to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, a cost-effective bulk mailing service was used for
this publication. However, there are limitations and the service cannot precisely match the Kettle
Moraine School District boundaries without adding significant cost. If you do not live within
the District and received this publication due to this limitation, we ask for your understanding.

Contact KMSD: 262-968-6300 | www.kmsd.edu

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, 
creed, political affiliation, membership in the National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States 
Military or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional, or learning 
disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state or federal law.

THANK YOU TO BUBON ORTHODONTICS - OFFICIAL COMMUNICATOR SPONSOR!

The district’s 2020-21 planning will rely heavily on combined guidance from the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction, the Wisconsin State Department of Health, Waukesha County Health Department 
and Center for Disease Controls and Prevention. Specifically, KM will collaborate with Waukesha County 
districts and Waukesha County, dovetailing on their “Stay Safe to Stay Open” campaign, to inform the 
strategies of fall re-entry ensuring continuity of instruction while protecting the most vulnerable among us. 
It is anticipated the 2020-21 school year will require communication establishing firm expectations and 
responsive adaption.

There is a need to develop response plans for several delivery of instruction scenarios. The scenarios 
under consideration include:

- District closure and delivery of instruction limited to virtual and at-home learning for 2-5 days in a row, 
  allowing for deep cleaning of environment
- School closure while other schools in district remain open for 2-5 days in a row, allowing for deep 
  cleaning of environment
- Schools open and delivery of instruction to small groups with social distancing (6 ft)
- Schools open and delivery of instruction to groups of 50 or less
- Schools open and delivery of instruction to large groups allowed
- Continuity of virtual instruction for some students, even though face-to-face instruction is possible

Kettle Moraine will draft plans, which will be vetted with representatives from: school board, staff, parents, community members and the county health department. 
The draft timeline includes:

 May 21: Responsibilities shared with District Leadership, Primary lead assigned, questions answered
 June 25:  Subcommittees present their initial draft with Administrators & DoLs; receive feedback;
 July 15:  Subcommittees share second draft of plan with Lead Educators and Parent Group; answer questions; receive feedback
 July 21:  Subcommittees share third draft of plan with School Board
 August 5:  Subcommittees share final draft of plan with clear expectations regarding communication needs to staff, parents, and community


